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SHARK ATTACKS — PREVENTION 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.53 pm]: I want to follow on from Hon Rick Mazza’s statement 
last week when he spoke about sharks. I wanted to reflect over the weekend on what Hon Rick Mazza said. It is 
interesting that he said — 

… one of the real joys of living in this state was being able to go to the beach with friends and family, 
and swim and surf and dive in the ocean—all those sorts of things. In those days, we really enjoyed the 
experience, and we never gave a second thought to being attacked or eaten by a shark; … 

I guess that is fair enough. The other part that I want to reflect on is that at the end of his statement, 
Hon Rick Mazza asked that if somebody gets attacked or eaten by a great white shark, who will be to blame? 
What I want to say in this house—I have said this a few times now—is that we need to be careful; we do not 
want to send the wrong message to the general public that if somebody gets bitten, it might be the government’s 
fault because it did not get the drum line program up.  

Under Premier Barnett, the government has been proactive in addressing the problem with sharks along our 
coastline. I will highlight some of the good things the government has done. It has provided research grants, 
including $300 000 for surfboard fins with an electronic deterrent. I think the reason the government has done 
that is because the shark shield that is currently used on the back of surfboards is like a whip; it is not sexy but it 
works. The older surfers in their 40s like to use this device, but the younger ones do not. Other grants include 
$285 000 for new shark deterrent wet suits; $220 000 for bubble curtains; and $165 000 for the shark enclosure 
at Dunsborough, which is good. The government also funded a tagging program in which the Department of 
Fisheries operates and monitors 25 satellite-link acoustic receivers that detect and monitor sharks in the 
south west  at Geographe Bay and Albany. People can also access the Sharksmart website. People cannot say 
that the government has done nothing, although, in my opinion, a lot more still needs to be done. 

I have said in this house before, and I will say again tonight, that I am a strong believer in the need for shark 
enclosures. One type of enclosures that I like, and which I have brought into this house, is the Eco Shark Barrier, 
which is Western Australian-owned and designed and can operate in all sorts of conditions. I hope the 
government looks seriously at shark barriers and perhaps helps local councils that want to install them at beaches 
by providing funding, just as it has done in Dunsborough. Hopefully, the federal government will also consider 
putting money into shark barriers. I have brought before this house the option that we reconsider commercial 
shark fishing. Maybe that is an option we could do as well. 

We have helicopter patrols, and I believe that quite soon they will operate down south as well as in the 
metropolitan area. I look forward to that. More can definitely be done. I agree with Hon Rick Mazza that we did 
not have this problem 20 years ago. I used to dive a lot on five fathom bank, and I never wore a shark shield—
I would now. I would not dive without one now! I would have to have rocks in my head to go down there and get 
some crayfish or spear a dhuie without wearing a shark shield; I just would not do it. The majority of divers in 
Western Australia will, if they have half a brain, take some responsibility for their safety and wear a shark shield. 
If they are going to go out into deeper water where there are no helicopter patrols and the government cannot 
offer them some degree of safety, they are taking a risk. If they do not want to wear a shark shield device, 
whether it is on a surfboard or dive tank, and they do not want to swim in an area where the beaches are 
patrolled, there is a small chance they will get bitten. People need to be careful who they blame. 

We had what seemed like a beautiful summer’s day on Saturday just gone. It hit 30 degrees down in 
Rockingham. I do not know what it was in other parts of WA. Hon Peter Collier says it was 34 degrees in his 
area. It was ideal weather to go to the beach and swim; it is a beautiful time of the year when people like to go 
out on the water. I say to members in this house and the people of Western Australia: please, take some 
responsibility for yourselves. The government is offering some options. Do not turn a blind eye to the issue and 
go out without taking some sort of precaution and trying to eliminate the risk. 

House adjourned at 9.59 pm 
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